Doing her bit. --- Tidewater Southern 
No. 132 with 56 loads, North of 
Modesto, California. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Geo. We Gerhard, secretary of the Civic League or 
Improvement Clubs and Associations of San Francisco, has pointe 
out an error in the San Francisco cable car map published in th 
January issue, to wit.e, that the Qmibus line on 24th Street ra 
only to Poterero Avenue instead of to San Bruno Avenue as show, 

Mr. Gerhard's interest in the historical backgrouni 
ot San Francl sco transportation stems from a boyhood - attractin 
to the cable carse As he puts it, "The cable cars and TI cam 
into the world at just about the same time." He recalls 
as a young boy, he was looking through the window at the 
new engines in the Mason & Washington Streets power house whe 
a gentleman who seemed to be in charge came along, and saij 
to him, "Do you want to come inside, son, and see how it worksy! 

Years later Mr Gerhard met this same gentleman in 
a business waye It was Howard Holmes, then chief engineer for 
the State Board of Harbor Commissioners, and he was pleased to 
learn how he had made a great impression with the young boy. 

At a lad of 19, Mre Gerhard actually "pulled grip! 
on an Omnibus cable car -=- not officially but through the in 
Guigence of a kindly disposed gripman. -- Henry Collins 


Gerald Best seems to have identified Red River Lumber 21 
as former San Pedro, Los Angeles & Salt Lake 21. This engine, 
together with an identical engine #22, was sold to Stone & 
Webster through a second hand dealer in Los Angeles. The 22 
went along with the 21 and there is a possibility that Red 
River 4 was the former engine. These two 0-4-4'g were built 
new as Los Angeles, Pasadena & Glendale Nos. 1 and 2 by Rhode 
Island in 1889 #2252-2255. The Los Angeles Terminal took over 
this road a year later, and in 1902 they became SPLA&SL 21 ard 

Mr. Best,who is working on a Union Pacific roster simular 
to the fine book published by the R&LHS on the Southern Pacifis, 
states that from his investigation Red River 23 could not have 
been UP 1166 as that engine operated on the UP until well after 
1915. The Union Pacific did buy a number of engines from the 
New York Locomotive works in 1889 on behalf of the Montana 
Union Railway. When they relinquished control of the latter 
road to the Northern Pacific one of the MURy 0-6-0's went with 


the deal, and Mr. Best feels that the Sierra must have purchased 
it from the Northern Pacific. 


Mr. Best also reports that he has located Sierra Railway 
number 5. This engine was an 0-6-0 built new for the Sierra 
in 1899 by Schenectady with shop number 6177. Recently a 
friend checked the numbers on the Hawaii Consolidated Railroad 
and their number 5 is an 0-6-0, Schenectady #5177 acquired in 
1902 from the mainjand. Apparently the Sierra sold it after 
using it about three years. 


Incidentally a number of our illustrated roste 
of the Sierra Railway are still available at ~m ge oy 
while we are talking shop, your editor has on four sets 
of three volumes each bound Western Railroadsrs from Vol. 1, 
No. 10 (August, 1938) to Vol. 6, No. 7 (Sept., 1944). we 
would like to dispose of these sets to libraries or clubs, 
but will consider individual offers at $4 per set 
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YOSEMITE VALLEY 
Damage to the Bagby bridge by flood waters of 
the Merced River resulted in cancellation of Yose- 
mite Valley Railroad train service on February 2nd. 
Temporary repairs to the bridge, and removal of 
earth slides allowed resumption of service on Feb- 
ruary 19th. 
Machine Tool.& Equipment Corp., of Los Angeles 
has offered to buy YV RR bonds at 28 cents on the dollar. The 
concern desires 70% of the bonds; at a cost of $454,440, 


TIDEWATER SOUTHERN IN TIGHT SPOT 

The Tidewater Southern's franchise on Ninth Street (Us 99) 
in Modesto expires June 2nd, and there is some prospect that : 
it will not be renewed. This line in Modesto which is electric 
operation due to franchise requirements is part of the main 
line and the TS would have to build around Modesto or lease 
the SP right of way to connect with its line to Turlock and 
Hilmar. Either choice will prove ve Po germ 

o-- ose 


W.P. PIER TO BE REPAIRED 
STERN The Western Pacific is planning to reconstruct 
ee 4ts ferry slip at the head o1 the Oakland estuary at 
Ree a cost or $60,000. Cost of the work will be borne 
pAacifIC entirely by the WePe which pays the city of Oakland 
$2,000 a year rental for the property under a 50-year rranch- 
ise expiring in 1957. 


NeWeP. 109 NOW ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC 

Northwestern Paciric 109, a light ten-wheeler built by 
Baldwin in 1900, has been transiered to the Salt Lake Division 
of the Southern Pacific. It was run light up the "Big Hill" 
except in AeTeCe territory where it ran in trains without work- 
ing. -- Thomsen 


Plans are now being drawn by the Nevada State Highway 
Department tor a post-war grade separation through the city 
of Reno elevating tne Southern Pacific tracks for 9500 eet. 
po project will remove 9 city crossings at a cost of $2,181, 

° - 


REDWOOD RAILS 
Hammond Lumber Company 
Engine #8, 2-6-0, has been scrapped. Engine #2 is 
to be retired. #5, shay, is "for sale". #32, shay, is beigg 
used for parts to keep the other shays running. The company 
has purchased two 2-8-2's to replace all geared locomotives. 
Northern Redwood Lumber 
All of the hiesler locomotives, numbers 22, 23 and 
2% are in service. The incline has been dismantled. The 
company has purchased Yosemite Sugar Pine engine #6, shay, 
which is now being reconditioned at the Bechtel Company in 
San Leandro. 
E. J. Dodge Company 
The mill at Newburg has been town down and the eng- 
ines have been moved down to the NWP connection where a shed 
hés been built around numbers 2 and 3, both 2-4-oT's. 
Elk River Mill & Lumber 
The mill is still shut down, and the locomotives 
are still shedded. 
---Mr._and Mrs. Bill Desert, Jr., 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST NOTE REPORTS 

After valiant service on the White Pass & Yukon Railway, 
ten narrow guage locomotives have been returned to the army 
holding and reconsignment yards at Auburn, Washington. These 
99 gt ng oe oe narrow guage lines in the 

e ates when as Highwa ro ject t an 
burden on the historic Alaskan —, “~ os — 

Northern Coast Timber 102, 2-6-2, which has been used by 
ae Cascade Timber Company near Selleck, Wash., has been scra 
peda. 

The Buckley Logging Company has moved to a new location 
on the main line of the Northern Pacific near Eagle Gorge, 
Wash. They have two Climax type engines, numbers 2 and 4, 
and will build 5 miles of railroad. 

--Albert Farrow 


NEW LOCOMOTIVES ON THE S.P.&S. 
The Seattle, Portland and Spokane, joinkly owned by the 

Great Northern and Northern Pacific, has received two new 

4-6-6-4's numbers 910 and 911, which are the same as the NP's 

Z-8 class except that the SP&S engines are oilburners. 

The SP&S has also received the following former GN and 

NP engines; 4 
1182, class F-8, 2-8-0, renumbered SP&S 
1378, class H-7, 4-6-2, renumbered SP&S ment tc 
3064, class 0-1, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S branch 
3121, class 0-1, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S present 
3122, class 0-1, 2-8-2, Senumbered SP&S transc¢ 
3108, class 0-1, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S 
31354, class 0-1, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S 1944 P, 
1701, class W-3, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S Califo: 
1726, class W-3, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S Ray & 
1723, class W-3, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&s Sethe 
1751, class W-3, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S ely 
1762, class W-3, 2-8-2, renumbered SP&S 

---Don He Roberts 


Union | 


Former Hanford Engineer Works Railroad #300 from Hanford, 1944 S 
Benten County, Washington, built by Baldwin in 1911 #37376, Amador 
has been sold to the US Army as number 39-209. She is an 0-6-(m Paciii 
switcher. ---PCK Visali 

State 


The Bluestcne Mining Company hiesler locomotive which 
was shopped at the C@éntral Calizrornia Traction some time ago 
has been sold to the Blake Bros in Albany to switch cars at 
the quarry - Stein 


2 The Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway and 
6 Locomotive Historical Society has acquired the cable 
% car train which appeared.at the Calvelcade at the 
§ 1939-40 Exposition from the Municipal Railway of Sa 
= Francisco This is in addition to the original 
“a Clay Street dummy acquired trom the Baltimore ani 
Ohio Railroad a sew years back. Both units are no 
stored in San Francisco. The announcement was made by the 
new chapter chairman, Gilbert Kneiss, who was elected at the 
January meeting. 


The Wes 
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REPORTS FROM THE COMMISSIONS 

The Interstate Cormerce and State Railroad Comnissions 
have authorized abandonment oi the entire line of the Calif- 
ornia Centeral, 7.94 miles, between Chittenden and San Juane 
The line has not been operated since 1930. - 

WES The Pacific Lumber Company and the Northwestern 

Pacific have enlarged their operating agreement 
covering operations between Carlotta and the mill 
at Scotia. 

The Calirornia Shasta & Eastern has been authorized to 
sell part of its right o1 way to the state ror Aighway pur- 
posese The line was abandoned when the backwater ot the 
Shasta Dam covered most of the right of way. 

The Long Bell Lumber Company nas been authorized to cross 
the Great Northern near Scarface, California, witn an extent- 


fon of the lumber line which extends from the Southern Pacific 
at Tennant. 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has authorized the 


Great Northern to abandon the more westerly of its two lines 
between Bend and Hixon Junction, Oregon, 15.41 miles. 


The Northern Pacific has asked approval of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission ot an agreement with the Federal Govern- 
ment to operate a line now being built from the end of a N.P. 
branch at Shelton, Washington, to Bremerton, 48 miles. At 
present Bremerton has only barge connections with the main 
transcontinental railroadse 


1944 PACIFIC COAST ALANDONMENTS 
California Central Chittenden to San Juan, Cal ‘17.94 miles 
Ray & Gila Valley Ray Junction to Ray, Arizona 6.62 miles 
Southern Pacific Halvern to Alvarado, Cal 1.33 miles 
3 s Lick to Almitos, Cal 08 miles 
W. Anaheim to Los Almitos ei4 miles 
Alhambra to Pasadena, Cal. -02 miles 
San Bernadino to Colton, Cal 3.09 miles 
Union Paci1ic Kent to Shaniko, Oregon 17.18 miles 


--Ry Age 
1944 SHORT LINE LOCOMOTIVE ORDERS 
Amador Central 1 380-rp diesel-electric GE-Caterpiller 
Pacitic Electric 3 380-hp diesel-electric GE-Caterpiller 
Visalia Electric 2 380-hp diesel-electric GE-Caterpiller 
State Belt R.Re 2 1000-hp diesel-electric GE-American 
Port of Tacoma 1 400-hp c«iesel-vlectric GE-Cuwmins 


--Ry age 
FILLERS - 


Virginia & Truckee 20 is standing in a contractor's yard 
at El Monte for sale in good condition. She has been used 
on various construction jobs in southern California including 
Kiaser's Fontana Steel Plant. - Best ' 

Two Alantic Coast Line 2-8-0's numbers 707 and 710 have 
come south from a Government project in Washington for use in 
San Diego at a a there. - Best 

The Union Pacific has received all of its orders of engines 
bumbers 3950-3949 (4-6-6-4's), 4020-4024 (4-8-8-4's) and 835- 
844 (4=-8-4'8). - Roberts 

The Sante Fe is installing new 112 1b rail between Bakers- 
field and Corcoran replacing 90 lb rail. -- Kauke 
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NEW EAST OAKLAND STREET CAR TERMINAL 

A street cas and motor coach terminal is being construct. 
ed at the end ot the Key System's Number 1 line at East l4tn 
Street and 104th Avenue. The new terminal will cut a block 
off the street car line, but will provide an off-street 
loop terminal where connection will be made with Hayward motor 
coachese The passengers will be covered by a 125 root shelter 
while transrering. Cars will enter the terminal at 104th and 
exit near 1OSrd Avenue. -- Pearlman 


The Key System has sold to the City of Berkeley 
its tracks on College, Arlington and Buclid Avenues 
for post-war repaving. The company sold the lines 
to the city in return for a release of the paving 

obligations and payment by the company of $160,000. In the 
meantime the company will maintain the trackworke In approv- 
ing the contract the Railroad Commission stated that it did 
not obligate the commission to approve any postwar change- 
over to trolley busses, but reports are that the company will 
install trolley busses on the 6 and 7 lines atter the war. 

The City of Oakland is planning to survey 14th Avenue, 
2lst Street and Park Blvd. in view to removing the tracks as 
the Key System is also consideri trolley bus operation of 
the 14, 15 and 18 lines. -- Jack Hanmond 


San Francisco 


City Pays Million Latest news on the San Francisco 
E Profits of transit merger is start of the track 
rom Frorits 0 removal project on Market Street WEST 
Transit System OF VALENCIA only. Excavation uncovered 
‘The Public Utilities Commission 80M Of the old cable yokes covered when 
yesterday guthorised 2 bayment of the — a - 1906. 
$1,000, Marke way encia Street #9 line was rou 
ou nations of the trensit syatem tor Off Of Market onto Mission Street by turn- 
the first 94 days. ing down 14th Street to relieve some of tl 
cirofits \exsteded estimates by Gongestion on the Market tracks. ‘The #17 
period. On the basis of this rate the 24né, 20th avenue & Height, was turned off 
city might complete purchase of Of Market down 12th street to Mission for 
Ouiginally “twee thoceht it would SHO Same Purpose. 
y it was thought it would 
sie Sea wunen persion Sf ans So atsimee tes Se 
Ber Bsn a e e@ aban- 

eee comment of erenes car over the down town 
Together with the $2,000,000 down portion 0. line have been held up 
seen tne semnaining indebtedness to DY CONstruction of the necessary track 
$4,500,000. connection at Army street. 





HUNTERS POINT "EL" RAILROAD 

The Hunters Foint Railroad began passenger operations 
December 18th over a mile and a half of line between the navy 
yard and nearby housing projects in San Francisco. The line 
runs from the parking lot on Fisher, through the yard to the 
Double Rock Housing project south of the yard. The four car 
train of former New York elevated cars left over from the 
Richmond Shipyard Railway can haul 600 passengers. The line 
is an "all navy project" being navy owned and operated over 
navy tracks. -- Facts from "Hunters Point Drydocker" 
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Fans will miss such shots as this on the Visalia 
Electric with juice motor 601 and caboose 55 now that 
the line has gone Diesel. -- P.C. Kauke 


DIESEL OPERATION ON VISALIA ELECTRIC 

~The two 44-ton diesel-electric switchers ordered in Nov- 
ember, 1944, for the Visalia Electric are expected in July. 
They will be numbered 501 and 502 with a standard §.P. paint 
job of orange and bleck in the "Zebra" form. They will be 
equipped for multiple-unit operation. 

Since the end of electric operation the V.E. has been 
wing Southern Pacific 1900, a 380 hp, 44-ton diesel-electric 
from Oakland Yard. The 1900 was returned at the end of the 
seasonal rush, and gas-electric 401 will operate the line with 
§.P.e No. 7, butane-electric motor car as a stand-by until the 
new switchers arrive. e--Phillips C. Kauke 


The Los Angeles Railway - LARY ~- is no more. 
The National City pntacmmmeies has changed the 
name of the company to Los angeles Transit Lines. 
Incidentally a new route map of the system may 
be obtained by sending a large stamped self- 
addressed envelope to the Ticket Office, L.A. Transit Lines, 
1070 So. Broadway, Los Angeles, Calif. 





Napa Valley express motor 100 arrived in Petaluma on Jan- 
Uacy 13tn and has been spotted on the spur beside the Petaluma 
and Santa Rosa shopse The car has oveen purchased by Fe Le 
Botsrord who operates a lumber yard adjacent to the P&SR yard. 
Mr. Botsrord, who is also in the railway equipment business, 
also owns Napa Valley combination 63 at South San Francisco, 
and is converting it to an outfit car for his crewse 

--Ellison and Graham : 
later Note: Express motor 100 of the Napa Valley passed thr- 
ough Willets on the NWP February 10th in route to Scotia for 
the Pacific Lumber Company. -- Stan Borden 
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LEONARD V. NEWTON 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 
58 SUTTER STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIFORNIA 


TELEPHONE GARFIELD 6952 


January 20, 1945 


Mr. Francis Guido, Editor 
The Western Railroader 

502 North Claremont Street 
San Mateo, California 


My dear Mr. Guido: 


Subject: “Cable Cars in San Francisco 


Thank you for sending me copies of the Western Rail- 
roader for December, 1944 and January, 1945. I have greatly 
enjoyed reading the two issues in question. 


Referring specifically to the January 1945 issue, ani 
especially Page 6, you will be interested in knowing that the 
Public Utilities Commission of the City and Coun of San Fran- 
cisco have definitely gone on record to the effect that the cabj 
car lines acquired from the Market Street Railway Company will} 
continued in operation. We all feel that the Powell and Bay 
cable, as well as the Powell and Jackson cable, are definitely¢ 
part of San Francisco tradition, are a tovrist attraction, and 
have been widely advertised by the Tourist and Convention Burew 
as well as Californians, Inc. I for one, would not recomrend 
their abandonment and I know that I voice the opinion of each 
member of the Public Utilities Commission as well as its manage 
Mr. Cahill. 


Relative to the California Street Cable Railroad Con- 
pany, of which the writer is Consulting Engineer, I see little 
likelihood of its cable cars being abandoned; in fact, much of 
what I have said about the Market Street cable system applies 
equally well to the California Street lines. 


Sincerely yours, 


LVN:MLB L. V. Newton 


\ 


Editor's Note: Mr. Newton is consulting Engineer for 
both the Municipal Railway and California Street Cable 


Railroad. He is in charge of planning for the transit 
lines of San Francisco. 
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